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Cleveland’s park equity tool:
Highest-priority neighborhood

Neighborhood parks are places to gather, play, exercise, revitalize, and build community.
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The West Boulevard
neighborhood is named
for the north-south
boulevard meandering
from Edgewater Park on
Lake Erie's shore south.
Originally intended to
connect residents to
regional park amenities,
including Big Creek and
Brookside, the West
Boulevard neighborhood
lacks quality local park
access and is

the community that

can benefit most from

significant park investment.

Where can parks have the biggest impact on equity?
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Who lives here and will benefit from this new park?

MEDIAN HOUSEHOLD INCOME : While this census tract
® -0 $31,500 o was selected to maximize
&70,,00 &ed'))oco\@'l{s‘o \%ecoo the total number of new
Q%I;Z)"eq s residents that would be
64%27 served by the creation of a
23 park, it is important to note
MEDIAN AGE 30 years old how this neighborhood
@ - o @ compares to the city as a
G Cé;l/‘s\ "3’%} K whole. Household income
0&)3’4 /%41,@ is above the citywide
<, Hoe average but well under
POPULATION the citywide maximum.
3,180 peop|e Median age is less than
’ g .C‘ , the citywide average.
< '7900/)} 6\4{5\0 "% Population in this
%@n J\%ﬂc} census tract is above the
64’406 7 i citywide average.

What does an average park look like in Cleveland?

ACREAGE H AMENITIES
AVERAGE PARK SIZE :

3 acres
&

INVESTMENT BASKETBALL HOOPS RECREATION & SENIOR CENTERS

6 per 10,000 residents 1.1 per 20,000 residents
MEDIAN INVESTMENT

Public and non-profit spending,
volunteer hours
$105 per resident

PHYSICAL FEATURES DOG PARKS RESTROOMS

0.5 per 100,000 residents 2.9 per 10,000 residents
AVERAGE TREE COVER CANOPY

h ‘ @

AVERAGE IMPERVIOUS SURFACE PLAYGROUNDS SPLASHPADS / SPRAYGROUNDS
25% R 3.7 per 10,000 residents 10.4 per 10,000 residents

A park's characteristics help determine the resulting benefits. This research used the characteristics of existing
parks in the city to estimate the expected benefits of park investment. In designing this park, The Trust for
Public Land advocates for a community-led process that identifies the characteristics that will engage residents
and provide the greatest benefit, helping to create a healthy, livable community.



Who gains from this investment?

A new park in this ,
community would serve :
a total of

86% of the tract’s
population

— providing first time

857
YOUTH

86%

access for 2,740 people
who do not currently have
access to a park within a

10 minute walk. .
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Why invest in this park?

This new park is expected to produce at
least $313,000 in economic benefits each
year. Over the next 10 years, this park is
expected to generate at least $2.54 million
dollars in economic benefits although
benefits will continue to accrue beyond
that point in time. Park investment in this
underserved community presents an
opportunity to provide essential park access
to a critical portion of the neighborhood
that has not benefited from traditional park
investments. In addition to maximizing
equitable park investments, the community

will realize several economic benefits.
]

Over the next 10 years,

park investment

is expected to -
generate at least

$2.54 million in
economic benefits.

v, 1,350
PEOPLE OF COLOR
86%
220 487
SENIORS LOW INCOME
87% HOUSEHOLDS
86%
Providing recreational -
opportunities L
Residents enjoy using parks to walk, hike, %é{'é%

visit with family, relax, play, picnic, run,

jog, take photographs, observe nature,
and bike, among other uses. Each year, residents in

this census tract could expect to receive a benefit of
$175,000 for the recreational use of the park. Over

ten years, this benefit would reach $1.42 million.

Improving public health
Research shows that park use translates
into increased physical activity, resulting in

measurable medical care cost savings. The
average adult saves $1,230 per year, and seniors
save an average of $2,470 per year. Physical activity
in a new park placed in this census tract could
reduce health care costs by $131,000 each year, or
$1.07 million over ten years.

Infiltrating stormwater
Parks help reduce the amount of rainwater
that flows off roads, sidewalks, and other

impervious surfaces that can cause
flooding, erosion, and declines in water quality. If a new
park is created in this census tract, an estimated $3,560
is expected to result annually. Over ten years, this benefit
would reach $28,900.

MORE BENEFITS NEXT PAGE
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Reducing air pollution
Trees and shrubs in parks have the ability

Enhancing property value
Parks and trails have a positive impact

on nearby residential property values. A to remove pollutants from the air. If a new

new park in this census tract is expected — park is created in this census tract, an
to increase the value of nearby homes by a total of estimated $667 is expected to result each year, or
$517,000 (a one-time increase). It is also expected to $5,410 over ten years.

increase property tax revenues by $2,640 per year, . .
Bolstering economic development

Parks contribute to the city's high quality
Boosting tourism ﬁ - of life, playing an important role in
- attracting businesses and employees.

or $21,400 over ten years.

Parks provide facilities, trails, and

programming that attract visitors. Tourists . ! Parks also provide access to numerous

who visit these amenities spend money recreational opportunities for resident participation.
in the local economy. In this census tract, tourism Substantial portions of the population in this census
accounts for 10% of businesses, 6% of employees, tract participate in various park-related activities.
and 4% of sales. Depending on park type, quality, For example, 15% play basketball, 14% run, and
and programming, this new park can enhance 35% walk for exercise. These households spend
the local tourism economy and help solidify the significant amounts of money to support their
tourism base. recreation hobbies as well. For example, 31% of

households in this neighborhood spent on sports

and recreation equipment in the last year.

The Trust for Public Land is committed to equitable park access across America.
This fact sheet provides information to help park professionals understand the specific communities that have the highest need
for park investments. It also highlights the economic benefits that are expected to result from these investments.
www.tpl.org

This report was prepared by The Trust for Public Land with project support provided by the JPB Foundation and The Trust for Public Land's
Community Impact Fund. Information on the maps is provided for purposes of discussion and visualization only.
For additional information:
Shanelle Smith | Ohio State Director | 1250 Old River Road, Suite 202 | Cleveland OH 44113 | (216)928-7518



